


CARING FOR THE HOMELESS POPULATION 
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A Gypsy- traveling usually Eastern Europeans- Travelers, 

Itinerants, NFA.

A Tinker – straight out of Ireland- Irish Travelers, also known as 

“White Gypsies,” are members of a nomadic ethnic group of 

uncertain origin. Scholars often speculate that they are 

descended from a race of pre-Celtic minstrels and that their 

ranks were swelled by displaced farmers during Oliver 

Cromwell's bloody campaigns of the mid-1600s.

A Hobo - is a migrant worker or homeless vagrant, especially one 

who is impoverished. The term originated in the Western—

probably Northwestern—United States around 1890. Unlike a 

"tramp", who works only when forced to, and a "bum", who 

does not work at all, a "hobo" is a traveling worker.
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WHO- definition of SDH

The social determinants of health (SDH):

• Are the conditions in which people are born, grow, work, live, and age, and 

the wider set of forces and systems shaping the conditions of daily life

• These forces and systems include economic policies and systems, 

development agendas, social norms, social policies and political systems

Socio-economic status (SES):

• Environment- inner city, rural, pollution, transportation, access

• Education- engagement in self care, use of resources, pension

• Social support network- family community, access to healthcare



Chronic Conditions

• Htn- CHF- CVD- mental health- SUD

• Osteoarthritis-pain and disability

• Endocrine changes – Diabetes-

kidney failure

• Skin changes leading to infections

• Mobility loss

• Increase disability at younger age



SDH: housing, politics, access to health care 
and medications





California Population 

• 38% Identify as White

• 39% Identify as Hispanic

• 15% Identify as Asian

• 5% Identify as Black

• 3% Identify as other

• 45% speak another 

language at home















Housing, Politics, Meet Natural Disaster



The Politics of Education

Free education- 

• Cuba export 30k MDs/ year

• Cuba has 1-RN per 1k pop

• US has 10 RNs per 1k pop



Housing and Mobility 



Transportation and Infrastructure



Environment: Food access & Housing



Social Norms



Access to Medication 







CA state law: SB 1152, Hernandez. Hospital 

patient discharge process: homeless patients

▪ Identify homelessness on admission or ED

▪ Physicians, Social Workers

▪ Keep a registry in EMR-work with IT, pharmacy

▪ Have an identified “Care Team”



Meet Immediate needs before discharge   

▪ Supply food

▪ Prescription Medication

▪ Transport

▪ Warm clothing

▪ Screening for infectious diseases 
and vaccinations 



Know Resources 

▪ Interim care

▪ Harm reduction

▪ FQHC clinics

▪ Access to IDs

▪ County clinics

▪ Mobile Clinics

▪ Mercy Pedalers







Taking it to the Streets













Burns



Gout



Label, Date & Time



Dollar Store-Medical Products  

▪ Slings

▪ Bandages/ ACE 
wraps

▪ Pregnancy tests

▪ Epsom salts

▪ Hot/cold packs

▪ Tapes

▪ Pepto-Bismol 

▪ Maalox

▪ Antacid tablets

▪ Antibacterial hand 
gel

▪ Vinegar



Emergency





Improve Discharge Education



Questions?

kirklandwalsh@ucdavis.edu

mailto:kirklandwalsh@ucdavis.edu
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